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“What makes our new Lifelong Learning Centre such
a great building? There's a ‘wow’ factor that makes
people feel good about it. We've wrapped a state-of-
the-art new building around a refurbished Victorian

school: it works brilliantly, it's energy efficient and World-class buildings for
g e o s o
This is part of a huge programme on four sites that's 'Cgvpfigfirfofgisn\:\',lc)l'gﬂ n3s
transforming City and Islington College. The LSC has of almost £2 billion.
been very supportive — ar?d. not just by putting up We're investing more each year.
£14 million of the £60 million capital budget. The In 2003-2004 we approved
programme was driven by the need to develop an grants of £330 million to support
up-to-date new sixth-form college, which the LSC ;5925? gﬁﬁ;ﬁf’vmh a total of
has helped us develop, plus three specialist vocational -
centres including this — our Centre for Lifelong Learning. Z?ggli?ciazélgﬁ; ?:ﬁsﬁntgi ]
The change in the buildings is spectacular. What's ZTSSP:JEEQ:SEEI;ZQ;ptlgt:nsgi/ﬁ;rr
not so obvious is the effect on individuals and the courses has gone from 53% in
community. Demand for courses has shot up. In a 230? to 71% ip CUGRATIAN
better environment people behave differently — look, adults,Its up from 30% to 74%.
no graffiti. And in a generous space, well lit and well Demand has risen sharply too.
equipped, et improve e T,
Here we offer a rich mix of learning — from basic skills | NSHESU ARG
to IT, vocational training and university preparation —_——————
for adults. One course can lead to others — for example, g;?hzncifrl:;%f?arcgoelsliggi :e‘r’arte
students aged between 16 and 18 will typically go on to [ ENEONEEEpi (FE) colleges,
Level 3 qualifications and many go on to university. and now includes a brand new
The building includes a public library, which makes a sixth-form college.
terrific gateway to the college for people of all ages. In total, 85% of A Level students
are in LSC-funded FE colleges,
In Islington, 30% of the local population are from school sixth forms or sixth-form
black and ethnic-minority backgrounds — whereas that colleges.
figure is almost 60% of the college population. You Some 42% of full-time entrants
can hear 30 languages in this building. Many of our Fﬁr;'}%*r‘zrdidc:ﬁ;r']‘)” come from
students have brought valuable skills to this country (Figure from the Universities and Colleges
and, by funding specialist English language training, Admissions Service — UCAS)
the LSC is helping us unlock those skills for local Main picture ,
employers. When we opened for new registrations in \S)\t/;Saelnit: é?'yb:'nkf Efi:zttf.lqu'sa::wFE?;ong

Learning Centre.

September 2004, there was a queue down the road
like the Harrods sale. The place is now so popular that
we're busy at weekends and all through the summer.”

Peter Marsh, Deputy Principal, City and Islington College
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